
Celebrating God’s Amazing GRace  
 

 
 

On April 18, 2009, almost 700 women gathered in Oakville, for the Amazing GRace!  This wasn’t a taping for 
the television show (although that was some of the inspiration); it wasn’t even a race (very few women were in 
running shoes).  It was a gathering of women, reflecting on the race of life that we are called to run, focusing 
on God’s Amazing GRace, given so freely to all. It was the 14th Ontario Coffee Break Women’s Conference, 
sponsored by Home Missions. This was a day away, for women to invite a friend or neighbour – no Coffee 
Break connection required. 
 
The day began with worship, led by Ruth-Ann Schurringa together with the Worship Team from Immanuel 
Christian Reformed Church in Brampton. About 700 women gathering for worship is truly a picture of heaven. 
Our opening devotions encouraged us to surrender the things that were troubling us on that day, and take the 
opportunity to sit at the feet of Jesus. (A reflection of the story of Mary and Martha) 
 
A drama, titled the Plate Spinner, humorously set our theme In motion. We watched a woman spinning the 
various plates in her life.Our speakers, Coby Hogendoorn & Barb VanGiessen, coached us with God’s Word 
through race clues, road blocks and detours.  We were challenged to make new commitments to spend time in 
God’s Word, and connect with others who will support and encourage us along life’s journey.    
 
Delightful lunches and home baked treats were provided by Desserts by Michelle.  After lunch, Christian 
Comedian and Juggler, Bob Cates amazed us with his talent as he juggled balls, Chinese yoyos, knives 
among other things. He even rode a 7’ unicycle, and raced around spinning plates. With much audience 
participation, he provided the comic relief for the day, while demonstrating the reality of juggling, which is 
something many of us do with great regularity. 
 
As the day came to a close, women expressed their appreciation for a wonderful day of worship, laughter, and 
making new commitments to spiritual disciplines of a life committed to Jesus. We can say that God’s Amazing 
GRace shone through in a day surrendered to Him. 
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