
C h r i s t m a s  I s s u e  2 0 1 1  

The season of Christ-
mas is just around the 
corner and with it 

comes familiar sights 
and sounds.  Festive spe-

cials at the Swiss Chalet, out-
side lights and 100 reruns of 
Christmas Vacation flood 
the airwaves. Christmas 
miracles can be seen every-
where ðeverything from 
open parking spaces at the 
mall to turkey dinners being 
served for the homeless at 

local churches.  Itõs easy to 
get taken up in the spirit of 
Christmas and miss the real 
purpose of it all. òFor unto us 
a child is bornó and in that 
child mankind was rescued 
from our greatest need ... 
reconciliation with God and 
each other and a reminder 
that the Creator of the uni-
verse loves us deeply. 

At the Village Church, this 
season of Christmas, we have 
been celebrating and re-

membering  the Promise, the 
Place, the Names and the 
Night our Saviour came into 
the world, wrapped in swad-
dling clothes to give us peace, 
hope and purpose. May that 
be your journey of discovery 
this Christmas season too. 
Enjoy this newsletter, itõs our 
gift to you.  

Thanks for your partnership 
and most of all have a very 
Merry Christmas....Pastor Mike 
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As a child I had a wish list 
for Christmas.  I knew if I 
hinted to Mom, I might get 
something I really wanted 
from it.  

Christmas is still a special 
time for me, but Iõve re-
placed my wish list.  I now 
see Christmas as a time of 

hope because of Christ. 

As The Village Church, 
throughout the years, weõve 
organized Random Acts of 
Kindness Everywhere 
(RAKE).  Weõve done this as 
one of our ways to bring 
hope to people in Thorold.  
If youõve been òrakedó by us 
you might have received a 
free apple, coffee, newspa-
per, or flowers, or had your 
windows washed or leaves 

raked.  At a deeper level, if 
youõve lost your job and 
needed a meal or help with a 
bill or rent, weõve tried to 
meet that need through our 
RAKE program.  In addition, 
RAKE has allowed us to es-
tablish long term partner-
ships with a Thorold school 
and the local community cen-
tre. 

At its very core RAKE allows 
us to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus and reflect the hope 
of Christ which we celebrate 
at Christmas.   
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Vision Statement  
 

òTo be a  

community of faith  

 that is dedicated  to 

knowing  Jesus Christ,  

serving others in His 

name  

and making Him  

known  throughout our 

home community.ó 
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help. Weõve set a goal in 
2012 of raising $5,000 for 
our RAKE program. But we 
canõt meet that goal without 
your help. Weõd love to see 
100 people or families give 
$50 each to help us meet 
that goal.  Can you help give 
hope to those in Thorold so 
that a seed is planted, takes 
root, and people might see 
the true hope in Christ? 

If you can help this way, 
please send your cheque to 
The Village Church, P.O. Box 
47, Thorold, ON, L2V 3Y7. 
We look forward to telling 
you about all the ways the 
RAKE program has helped 
people in 2012. Thanks for 
helping in this ministry.  

Steve Collins 
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Hi, my name is Ron Tenbrinke and my 

wifeõs name is Nancy Tenbrinke. We 

were married in February of 2009. I was 

brought up in a Christian home and my 

Dad was very strict. We were always 

forced to go to church which I think 

turned me off of Christianity. I always felt 

like I didnõt belong. I went to Catechism 

reluctantly and didnõt make many friends 

there. 

As I grew up and it was up to me to 

make the decisions with my life, I cer-

tainly made a lot of wrong ones. I was 

married in my early twenties and always 

felt frustrated, not just in my marriage, 

but my life in general. I kept trying things 

to make me 

feel better, 

which at first I 

did, but the 

feelings never 

lasted. Some-

times, after a 

short period I 

would even 

feel worse. 

When that 

happened and 

I felt like I was 

at rock bottom 

then I would 

attend church. I knew I was missing 

something and had hoped thatõs what it 

was. A few weeks would go by and I felt 

watched and uncomfortable, so I would 

again stop going. This went on for quite 

some time. I just wanted more in my life 

without feeling guilty about it. I thought 

by going to church, the feelings would 

pass, but the opposite happened, I actu-

ally seemed to feel worse. 

In my early thirties, I was divorced and 

once again life was getting difficult. I just 

year and I realized something. The only 

thing missing my entire life was òGODó. 

I was always looking for people to ac-

cept me and to forgive me, but it just 

never worked. As 

soon as I decided 

to accept God, 

my awful gut 

feelings finally 

came to an end. I 

now put my faith 

entirely in Jesus. 

Whenever there 

is a problem in 

my life or when thereõs something I 

think I should be doing, I first pray to 

ask for direction. I always ask God what 

I can do to help others and how I can 

serve, rather than what I get out of it. I 

feel very comfortable in church now as 

nobody judges me anymore and I know 

God is with me always. The Village 

church makes me want to be there 

rather than need to be there. I have 

learned more about Godõs Word in the 

last few months than I have in my entire 

life. 

 I truly look forward to spending my life 

journey serving God and having faith in 

him. I am truly Blessed! 
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didnõt know where to turn anymore. The 

one thing I always knew was that some-

thing was missing and I couldnõt figure it 

out. I began to think it was that I didnõt 

have kids which I 

always wanted. I 

really began to 

turn against God 

and began to 

think he didnõt 

exist because 

nothing good 

was happening, 

or so I thought. A 

few years went by and I just started to 

give up. Financially things were fine, I 

always seemed to do very well with that, 

but it never fulfilled me. I wanted more!!  

I met Nancy in 2007 and things started to 

change drastically. About a year later, I 

was introduced to Pastor Mike and 

Donna though my job as a realtor. They 

were looking for a place in Thorold to 

begin the Village church. That was great, 

but something else was happening. 

There was something about them that 

attracted me to them. After our dealings 

were done, I could not forget them, not 

that I wanted to, but they stuck in my 

head. I really started to miss God in a way 

that I could never explain. Over the next 

couple of years, I started to pray again 

and started to ask God for forgiveness 

for many things in my life. Good things 

really began to happen including hav-

ing 2 of my own children (twins, boy 

and girl) Paige and Jayden and 2 step 

kids, Melanie and Valerie. They are the 

love of my life. I started to get this major 

need for God, and of course Pastor Mike 

and Donna were still in my head. I de-

cided to find the church that they had 

begun. I began attending it earlier this 
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òI always ask God what I 
can do to help others and 

how I can serve, rather 
than what I get out of it. ò 

Why I At tend The Vi l lage Church   
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Mike Collins - Pastor 
E-Mail: mike@myvillagechurch.ca 
 

Erin Knight - Administrator/Worship 
E-Mail:  erin@myvillagechurch.ca 
 

Jeanette VanderWerff - Prayer Coordinator 
E-Mail:  jeanette@myvillagechurch.ca 
 

Hilda Vanderklippe - Community 
Connections Coordinator 
E-Mail: hilda@myvillagechurch.ca 
 

Phone: 
905-227-2525 
 

Ministry Centre Location: 
133 Front Street North 
Thorold, Ontario  L2V 0A3  
 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 47  
Thorold, Ontario  L2V 3Y7 
 

Website: 

www.myvillagechurch.ca 
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CONTACT INFORMATION:CONTACT INFORMATION:   

The Village Church teamed up with the Thorold High School football 

team to perform random acts of kindness at the local community centre.  


