
Report to Classis Huron (January 2010)  

2009 has been a challenging and exciting  year at The Journey! We are particularly thankful for your participation in 

God's work as supporting partners as He continues to impact the city of Kitchener-Waterloo through The Journey. Here 

are some snapshots of what's happened last year:  

Growing as a Missional Community  
 
Weôre continuing to learn as we shift from ñtrying to get 

more people to come to church on Sundayò to ñbeing 

more effective at impacting our city 7 days a week.ò     Itôs 

a stretch to really take church ñto the streetsò of our city.  

The surprise . . . We find God is already at work  before 

we arrived! 

 

Here are some of the practical things weôve done: 

 

Ran a Sunday teaching series on what it means to 

live as a missional church.   Included small group 

discussions right in the service. 

Taken our Love K-W experience to another level by 

developing longer term Serving Teams.   Teams are 

now engaged in regularly serving meals to the home-

less, and setting up partnerships with other commu-

nity services. 

Facilitated two English Conversation Circles in 

partnership with the YMCA to help new immigrants 

and refugees as they navigate the challenges of mak-

ing Canada their new home.  Beginning a third one in 

the new year in a neighborhood Community Centre in 

partnership with the Community Centre staff. 

English Conversation Circles meet every Monday and  

Wednesday evenings at our Ministry Centre 

The Gospel is Changing Lives  
 
As we work alongside of God in our city, weôre amazed at 

how God is transforming us.  The challenge is two-way as 

God both uses us to be a blessing and challenges us to 

grow.   

 

Hereôs what some of the blessings look like: 

 

Increased variety of cultures represented in our 

church community. 

16 people from The Journey participated in the 2009 

Ride for Refugee event (along with Pastor Vicki Kok 

from Waterloo CRC) to raise awareness and support 

for refugees.   The team was able to raise over 

$11,000! 

Regular interactions with people from a variety of 

faith and cultural backgrounds, including many 

opportunities to engage in faith-based discussion and 

to offer practical support in the name of Christ. 

Began an H2) class as a way to introduce Christianity 

to those wanting to find out more. 

Began more ñServing Groupsò with over 50% of those 

involved in The Journey community actively serving 

the city in some volunteer capacity. 

Celebrated 5 baptisms and 8 professions of faith dur-

ing the course of the last year. 



Re-Configured our Mission 
Helping People Grow Deeper in Love with Jesus and 
with our City.  
 
Following God in mission isnôt always straightforward.  As 

we revisited our core mission (see above), faced some 

financial realities, and reconfigured our staff.   Although 

painful, this was a great opportunity to take a fresh look at 

how we are organized, and to focus our staff resources 

on empowering our many great Journey volunteers as we 

live out our mission together. 

 

We made some staffing changes , including the de-

parture of Solom Miranda, who headed up our Inter-

cultural ministries.  Solom and his wife Cassia re-

turned to Brazil to continue with Godôs mission in that 

country.  Marrtti Pajanen, who served as our Children/

Youth pastor for a number of years also completed 

his time with us this past year.  Lara Vanderlaan 

joined our team as our Administrative Assistant, re-

placing Jen Mantel who had served in that capacity 

for a number of years. 

Each of our remaining three Staff Members, Adrian 

Van Giessen, Howard Lenos, and Toyosi Awesu work 

part-time at The Journey and have other ótent-making 

roles that keep them in touch with the community and 

the broader view of what God is doing in his kingdom. 

Weôve tuned our mission statement to match the pas-

sion that God has put on our hearts, and re-aligned 

our initiatives  into ñlayersò that build on each other 

towards accomplishing our mission. 

We celebrated the ordination of Toyosi Awesu, a 

member of our Pastoral Staff, who became a Ministry 

Associate in the Christian Reformed Church.   

Did You Know?  
 
ñPresently 22.3% of Waterloo residents are immigrants 

from diverse regions of the world, with an expected 

growth to approximately 30% by 2031.  Waterloo Region 

is the fourth larges urban settlement community for immi-

grants in Ontario. 
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Prayer and Healing  
 

Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit . . . We have 

become (at times painfully) aware of the need and sig-

nificance of prayer  as we seek to carry out our mission.  

A dedicated team of intercessors meets every other week 

in person at The Journey Ministry Centre.  In addition, 

weôve built a network of over 40 committed participants 

who labour in prayer for the community we interact with.  

Here are a few of the stories we have witnessed through 

the prayer ministry this year: 

 

We were shocked when a dear refugee friend had a 

brain aneurysm and was rushed to the hospital.  

Things looked very bleak for this young mom of two 

boys.  God not only miraculously healed her, but 

against all odds provided a way for her husband to 

rejoin the family from overseas after being apart for 

over two years. 

 

God answered a desperate prayer of a man who was 

crying out for ñsome signò that God loved him...just 

before pulling in to our Love K-W free car wash where 

he got a clean car, a loonie, and a card saying we 

were doing this act of kindness because God cared 

about Him.   He had just asked God for some sign 

that he wasnôt forgotten.    

 

Several people have experienced remarkable 

changes after asking for prayer for serious health 

concerns and then rejoicing as a subsequent doctorôs 

visit demonstrated that all tests confirmed healing. 

 

Even though our financial support from both Classis 

Huron and Christian Reformed Home Missions fin-

ished, God once again  provided the resources we 

have needed to be able to meet our obligations and 

to continue to carry out ministry in our city. 

 

Once again thanks so much for the important part you 

and your church have played in helping us carry out our 

mission in the city.  We look forward to your continued 

partnership! 


